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Our staff focuses on the 5Cs (Communication, Critical Thinking, Collaboration, Creativity, 

and Culture) when planning instruction. Regarding communication, it is important that 

our students develop this skill and families can support this effort at home by doing the 

following: 

Listen:  

 Let your student know that what he/she says is important to you. 

 Listen to your student daily.  

 Listen to your student without interrupting or being distracted. 

 Honor your student’s feelings and opinions without being judgmental. 

 Help your child to do the same when you are speaking. 

Reflect: 

 Make sure you understand and clarify what your student means by what he/she says. 

Ask clarifying questions as needed. 

 Seeking clarification does not mean you agree but it shows that you are listening and 

understanding. 

 As your student to do the same when you are expressing yourself. 

Share:  

 Communication should be two-ways. Your feelings and opinions as well as your 

student’s should be heard without criticizing. 

 Make sure your communication is genuine two-sided sharing. This process gives your 

student the practice in developing their communication skills. 

Discuss:  

 Talk about issues and when a solution is needed work together to resolve it by doing 

the following 

- Identify the problem 

- Look for pros and cons for each opinion and possible consequences 

- Make a decision 

- When appropriate, plan to reexamine the decision after some time.  

Learning how to talk and listen is powerful and will help our students succeed in school 

and life. I thank you for your ongoing support and for partnering with us as we prepare 

our students for their future.  
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Calendar 

 

3/1 Minimum Day 

3/4 GUSD LCAP 
Town Hall Meeting 
6pm 

3/5 Parent Volunteer 
Training 8:15am 

3/7 Report cards go 
home 

3/7 Foundation 
Board Meeting 
5:30pm 

3/11 Spring Picture 
Day 

3/18-3/22 Spring 
Break 

3/25 No School 
(District Teacher 
Training) 

3/26 FLAG District 
Day for TK-2nd grade 

3/27 FLAG District 
Day for 3rd-6th grade 

3/27 SOTM/COTM 
9:20am 

3/29 Jog-A-thon 
(PTA Sponsored)  

 

 

 

912 S. Chevy Chase Dr. Glendale CA, 91205                                                                Tel (818)241-4848      Fax (818)241-1058 

TRANSLATION: Para traducción al español favor de llamar a la oficina de la escuela. Հ այ ե ր ե ն  

թար գ ման ո ւ թյ ան  համար  դ ի մ ե ք  դպր ո ց ի  գ րաս ե ն յ ակ ի ն : 
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Attendance Matters! 
 It’s so important that students are in school every day! When students are absent, they miss instruction and fall 
behind. We must set good attendance habits beginning with our youngest students in TK and kindergarten, 
who are learning to make school attendance a priority. Research also tells us that students who miss school in 
kindergarten and first grade struggle with gaining proficiency in reading by third grade, which is important to 
their continued success in school. School attendance is compulsory in the state of California, which means 
parents have a legal responsibility to have their school-aged children in school. 
     If your student is too ill to attend school, the absence must be cleared within three days. The three days 
allowed to clear includes the date of the absence. The best way to clear an absence is to email our secretary, 
Hilda Ginosian, at hginosian@gusd.net. If you are not able to email, call the school office at 818-241-4848. You 

may also send a note to your child’s teacher, but it’s preferable if you contact the office directly. Absences not 
cleared within three days’ time are automatically converted to truancies and can no longer be excused. Please 
be aware that tardies should be cleared in the same way, and that three tardies are equivalent to a full day’s 
absence. If a student has more than three truancies or is chronically absent, parents will begin to receive 
attendance letters from the district and will be asked to meet with administrators to discuss improvement of 
attendance. 
     We hope to see your students in school every day! If you have any questions about attendance policies and 
procedures, please call our office. 
 

 

 

language assistant program would be a 
fantastic experience to learn and grow - 
both professionally and personally. In my 
free time I enjoy reading, hiking, cooking, 
hanging out with friends and of course 
travelling. I am fascinated by the National 
Parks this country has to offer and I 
cannot wait to keep discovering new 
amazing places! The rest of the time I 
have left I would like to travel as much as 
possible and get to know more cultures 
and sharing mine with everyone.  
This is the first time I have been in the 
United States, I arrived here at the end of 
September and during these past four 
months I have been working in Benjamin 
Franklin Elementary School with all the 
grades except for kinder and third and I 
loved it so much. I am so grateful for 
everything they have done for me and I 
have learned so much from all the 
teachers, students and staff. I also 
became wonderful friends with the rest of 
the interns and I had a lovely host family 
that made me feel at home. So it has 
been a very enriching experience so far 
and I am a bit sad about having to 
leave  but at the same time very excited 

PTA  
Our next PTA Association meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 26 

at 6pm. Please contact Karen Smith, PTA President, with any questions or 

if you are available to support PTA’s effort. Several PTA Board positions 

are available for next year. Please contact Karen Smith at 

kafcsmith@yahoo.com or Mrs. Shahijanian at jshahijanian@gusd.net if 

you are interested on serving on the board. Thank you! 

to get to John Muir!  Thank you very much 
to all those who support the language 
immersion programs that make possible to 
have this great teaching-learning 
experiences, I am so happy to be your first 
language assistant and I would try to do my 
best for you to have a great experience 
too.  
If you'd like to know more about me, feel 
free to approach and say hi, you know 
where to find me!  
 

Partnership with USC 

 
We are excited to inform our families that 
we have started a part with USC Spanish 
Department.  
 
We have six volunteers to come in for one 
hour a week to work support our TK-3rd 
grade classrooms.  
 

 

Spanish Dual Immersion Program                  
 

Message from ISA Intern 

Victoria Martínez Arévalo 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Hello! My name is Victoria, but everyone 
calls me Vicky! I am 22 years old and I 
come from Madrid, capital city of Spain. I 
graduated last year in Primary Education 
Teaching at the Complutense University of 
Madrid. I really love education and kids so 
I am very proud of the job I have chosen. 
Although I am already qualified and I'd like 
to work in a school soon as the main 
teacher, I thought that applying for this 
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Safety is a priority at John Muir Elementary School. Being prepared for any kind of emergency situation that surrounds our campus is important to all staff members. Muir teachers have been trained and prepared for any natural disaster that may occur in our area. Our staff and students will be participating the in Statewide Disaster drill on Thursday, October 18. Please make sure to update parent contact information on Q (student information system). Contact the office for more information.  

At Muir Elementary, we practice fire drills, earthquake drills and shelter in place drills. Our staff and students are prepared in case of an emergency, and we want to make sure that parents are prepared as well. 

On Thursday, October 18, 2018, we will conduct a Pretend Disaster Drill (Great California Shake Out Drill).  Parents who are invited to participate in this drill will request their children from the release gate. However, after the drill is 

mailto:hginosian@gusd.net
mailto:jshahijanian@gusd.net


        
    

   

 Foundation                              3    
 

Thank you for your support at the IHOP fundaraiser!  It was nice to see families joining together for a meal with the 

objective of raising funds for the benefit of Muir students.   

 The Sylvan Robotics program was a big hit!  We received an ovewhelming respone for registation, and we were able 

to  accommodate as many students as possible.  Your generous donations and fundraising to date allowed the Foundation to 

offset the cost of the Robotics class by up to 50% for all participating students. Please continue to support the Foundation as we 

continue on the quest to bringing and identifiying enrichment programs for the Muir community.   Please stay tuned for more 
inforamtion on the upcoming Sylvan Coding class that will be offerred in the Spring.   

 

We are deep into the planning stages for the Spring Carnival, scheduled for May 11, 2019.  Come be part of the planning by 

attending one of our monthly meetings.  This event will not be successful without your help. Please take a moment to look for 

available volunteer spots on the day of the Spring Carnival and sign up for a shift by visiting 
http://bit.ly/MuirCarnivalVolunteer.    

Another important component to the success of the Spring Carnival is business sponsorships.  If you own a business or know 

of a business that would like to sponsor the event, please contact the Foundation.   Becoming a business sponsor gives you an 

opportunity to promote your business by including your business name in the Newsletter, Foundation Website, Facebook, and 

Spring Carnival promotional flyers.  Please feel free to contact us with any questions or interest! 

We always welcome new members to the Foundation.   If you are looking to get involved with the school during non-school 

hours, please consider joining the Foundation. Our meetings are typically held on the first Thursday of every month at 5:30 p.m. 

in the parent room.  This is where the planning magic happens, and we would like to hear your ideas and thoughts.   Be part of 

an amazing group of volunteer parents whose common goal is to identify and provide more opportunities/programs to our 

students.   

Scheduled Meetings through the end of the 2018-2019 school year- All Meetings at 5:30 p.m. in the Parent Room (please 

note date changes): 

 

March 7 May 2 

April 4 June 6 

  

Su 

201      Summary of the Foundation’s Upcoming Events:2019 

           Apr 5: Chuck E Cheese Fundraiser 

           April 26: Spring Concert at Glendale High School (We are working on having a food truck available for  

                          dinner right after the concert)  

           May 11: Spring Carnival (Remember how much fun this was?) 

            

            If you are interested in learning more about the Foundation, please email us at johnmuirfoundation@gmail.com. 

 

LIKE and FOLLOW us on our Facebook page to get the latest on what the Foundation is up to. Go to 

www.facebook.com/muirfoundation 

 

Thank you for your continued support! 

 

 

   

http://bit.ly/MuirCarnivalVolunteer
mailto:johnmuirfoundation@gmail.com
https://johnmuirelementary.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a00ec36a9a9066399918ec5c0&id=036beb7936&e=4b9c37c9c7


        
    

       
       

 

 
      

 

           

 

 

 

 
 

Student Council News 

                                   
CAREER DAY: John Muir's Annual Career Day is scheduled for Thursday, May 30th!  We are inviting 

one and all who are interested in being a guest speaker at our Career Day.  If interested, please email 

Miss Vardani or Miss Huleis at avardani@gusd.net or lhuleis@gusd.net.  Hope to see you there! 

WINDSOR MANOR: Student Council had their first visit to Windsor Manor in January where students 

interviewed the senior residents about their lives.  The students also received amazing advice from their 

senior friends.  One senior said, "Take up teaching and enjoy school and love life!" To get a glimpse of 

more of their sweet responses, check out our bulletin board outside of the teacher's lounge. 

CULTURAL DAYS: Student Council members have brainstormed and organized some upcoming Spirit 

Days that focus on celebrating the richness of our multicultural student population. We are excited to 

continue this beautiful tradition.  Here is the list of the themes for our Cultural Spirit Days for the rest of 

this school year. 

March - Write a paragraph about a public figure from your culture.  Some paragraphs will be shared 

over the intercom.  

April - Make the flag of your culture.   Student Council will be putting the flags together as one big 

collage. 

May - Bring in a famous book from your culture to share.  

June - Create art projects from your culture to share.  

 

JOHN MUIR STUDENT COUNCIL RECOGNIZED WITH COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD: 

The Student Council team, here at John Muir Elementary School was recognized with a Community 

Service Award for volunteering with the annual decorating of the Adams Square holiday display at the 

park.  The Student Council advisors, Miss Vardani and Miss Huleis along with our president, vice 

president and secretary, attended the ceremony where they accepted this beautiful award.   

 

 

 

 

 Student Wellness Policy 
Did you know that GUSD has Student Wellness Policy (BP 5030). For more information please visit GUSD website: 

https://www.gusd.net/cms/lib/CA01000648/Centricity/Shared/AR_BP_FOLDER/BP-5030-StudentWellness.pdf 

 

 

 

Playground Garden Project 
The district is in process of advertising and getting 
bids from contractors for Muir’s garden project.  

 
This process will take some time but our goal is to 
have this work bid out and have a contractor in 
place to perform the majority of this work over the 
spring break.  

 
Please contact Mrs. Shahijanian for details.  

 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 

ALL volunteers must have a TB test on file 

and attend an orientation before making 

arrangements to volunteer on campus. This 

includes parents who are interested and 

would like to chaperone on field trips. 
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